
US local infra ‘primed for P3s’
Experts suggest federal impetus will drive local P3s; electri�cation will lead to major P3 opportunities

President Joe Biden’s focus on infrastructure to

‘Build Back Better’ will signi�cantly boost

opportunities in local developments where

private �nance will be needed, according to

experts.

John D. Porcari, president of Axilion USA and

former Deputy Secretary at the US Department

of Transportation, told a webinar hosted by law

�rm Squire Patton Boggs that federal support

for projects will likely be tied to the “equity and

climate change characteristics” that are at the

heart of the Biden plan.

“It opens up a great opportunity for, among

other things, public-private partnerships,” he

said.

His view was backed by Rodney Slater, Squire

Patton Boggs partner and former USDOT Secretary, adding: “Those companies that may be most successful in a P3 regard will be those that are

creative in bringing forth projects that meet the sustainability and equity interests outlined by the administration.”

Zach Schafer, CEO and executive director of United for Infrastructure, said that areas where P3s are likely to be important are those where federal

funding won’t be so signi�cant. He pointed to water utilities and electric vehicle charging infrastructure as prime examples.

As the administration looks to increase the role of green electric, Pocari warned that this will require a signi�cant upgrade in transmission assets

across the country. “A P3 opportunity that is ripe is high voltage DC transmission,” he said.

The speakers, including Squires partner and former House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee chair Bill Shuster, agreed that there is

plenty of well-founded optimism that this administration will be able to deliver a major piece of infrastructure legislation.

However, Schafer added that any bill that is passed is likely to have compromises and therefore won’t necessarily be as large as the White House

might have initially hoped. “We will need private investment,” he concluded.
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